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completed in 1696, excluded Ireland from colo-
nial commerce. In 1663 and 1669 the English
market was closed to Irish cattle which were de-
clared "a public and common nuisance," as also
to Irish meat, butter, and like products. In 1699
the Irish were forbidden to export woollen goods,
and under William the Third and Anne the cot-
ton industry was ruined by an English import
duty of 25 per cent. " One by one," writes Lord
Dufferin, "each of our nascent industries was
either strangled in its birth, or handed over
gagged and bound to the jealous custody of rival
interests in England, until at last every fountain
of wealth was hermetically sealed/* It seems to
have been the policy of England to starve Ireland
into subjection, industrially and commercially, as
the easiest method of keeping her harmless to
themselves.

The coming of free trade to powerful England
was one thing, to emaciated Ireland it meant
merely another blow, another foe, another fail-
ure. Ireland was no more fit to compete than
a starveling to enter the prize-ring. And a
starveling she is still to-day. The dea$i rate in
Dublin is 25 per 1,000, the highest of any town in
Europe. How deplorable this is may be judged
from the comparison with London, 17 per 1,000;
Paris 16.1 per 1,000, and approximately the same